
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 3, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Students, and Staff, 
 
As you are already aware, Michigan has seen some extraordinary changes this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Schools have been shut down for the rest of the year, spring sports have 
been cancelled not to mention the uncertainty of Prom and Graduation. For students in the 12th 
grade and their parents, these changes have undoubtably left you feeling a sense of loss for the 
year. Quincy Staff, Administrators and Board Members also feel a sense of loss for our seniors.  
This time of year is special to seniors and for school staff it is a joy to experience these things 
right along with students. The changes this year for the purpose of safety that resulted from 
COVID-19 and executive orders from the state have disrupted these events and made this a 
difficult time for all of us.   
 
Back in March, COVID-19 began in Michigan. This prompted the Governor to declare a state of 
emergency. With the state of emergency in place, the Governor began to implement executive 
orders to deal with the emergency. As the pandemic got going, the Governor issued the Stay 
Home, Stay Safe Executive Order originally effective through the end of April. This order states 
that all Michigan residents that do not provide essential services at their workplace are to stay 
home to prevent the spread of COVID-19. One part of this law also states that people were not 
to participate in any public gatherings. This order was recently extended to go through May 15, 
2020. 
 
Along with the Stay Home, Stay Safe order, the Governor also implemented Executive Order 
2020-35. This order closed school buildings for the rest of the school year unless action is taken 
before the end of the year to lift restrictions on public gatherings and the use of the school 
buildings. This order also put in place a remote learning plan, allowed school employees 
necessary to implement the plan to return to school and allows parents or guardians to visit the 
school for the purpose of obtaining materials or equipment for their students under the remote 
learning plan. Under this order the district is also required to take steps to attempt to mitigate 
the potential transmission of the virus while people are at the school.   
 
As you can see from the Governors orders above, the state currently will not allow districts in 
Michigan to hold any face to face public gatherings without violating the law. The law does 
allow parents or guardians to pick up materials from the school and we have accomplished that 
using a curb side delivery process as you may have witnessed during our food distribution 
times. We plan on using this same process to distribute other items including materials for 
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Graduation. Graduation materials are scheduled to be available to parents and guardians on 
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 from 1-3 pm at the high school gym lobby entrance and Monday, May 
11, 2020 from 6-7 pm at the same location.  
 
One of the biggest questions to answer now is how to proceed with a Graduation Ceremony. 
Currently, the Governors order prevents us from holding public gatherings including a 
Graduation Ceremony in person without violating the law. The Stay Home, Stay Safe order is set 
to expire on May 15, 2020. At the present time, it is not known what orders may follow from 
the Governor. This makes it extremely difficult to make any decision about our Graduation 
Ceremony that is scheduled to occur at the end of May and requires us to develop several 
different contingency plans in anticipation of changes in the executive orders. It is our hope that 
the coming weeks will give us the clarity we need to make these decisions and move forward 
with some type of Graduation Ceremony.   
 
In the meantime, several different scenarios are being considered as possibilities. The following 
are a list of considerations but are dependent on executive orders and safety: 

1. The May Graduation Ceremony takes place as normal as it is scheduled  

2. The May Graduation Ceremony takes place as scheduled with limited crowd 

participation and social distancing 

3. The May Graduation is rescheduled for late July or early August hopefully after the 

pandemic ends but with the possibility of social distancing and other mitigation 

procedures 

4. A parade through the community when public gatherings are permissible 

5. As a last resort, Graduation using an online format. 

Quincy Schools is committed to conducting some form of Graduation Ceremony if permissible 
and possible. Safety is the biggest factor in all of this and much of what we do depends on the 
law and the direction the Governor takes with her executive orders as well as 
recommendations from the health department. May 15, 2020 is an important date and 
hopefully we will know much better by that time how we can proceed.  
 
If you have further questions or concerns, please contact our offices during the week. We 
would like to thank you for your patience and working with us as we try to find a way to make 
this work for our students.  
 
 
 
Marc Kramer     Joey Wright 
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