
 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is strongly advising 
residents of the state to protect themselves from mosquito bites.  

Four recent cases in Southwest Michigan of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), a mosquito 
borne illness, have been confirmed.  The new cases expand the geographic area affected by 
human EEE cases to Barry, Cass, and Van Buren Counties along with previously identified 
cases in Kalamazoo and Berrien counties.  

MDHHS is encouraging local officials in the five Southwest Michigan counties that have been 
impacted by human EEE cases and St. Joseph, Genesee and Lapeer counties – which have 
had animal EEE cases – to consider postponing, rescheduling or cancelling outdoor activities 
occurring at or after dusk, particularly activities that involve children. 

As a result of these recommendations, Quincy Community Schools may be adjusting sporting 
events and practices that take place outdoors to limit as much play as possible that may occur 
after dusk or take other appropriate measures until such time as the threat of EEE diminishes. 

Changes in athletic start and/or end times will be communicated to families. Families also have 
the option of pulling their student(s) from a practice or an event if they feel that conditions are 
unsafe. 

MDHHS is recommending that all Michigan residents can stay healthy by following these steps 
to avoid mosquito bites: 

• Apply insect repellents that contain the active ingredient DEET, or other U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency-registered product to exposed skin or clothing, and 
always follow the manufacturer’s directions for use. 

• Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants when outdoors. Apply insect repellent to 
clothing to help prevent bites. 

• Maintain window and door screening to help keep mosquitoes outside. 

• Empty water from mosquito breeding sites around the home, such as buckets, unused 
kiddie pools, old tires or similar sites where mosquitoes may lay eggs. 

• Use nets and/or fans over outdoor eating areas.  


