Quincy Community Schools
McKinney Vento Handbook
Homeless Assistance Act
The McKinney-Vento Act Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program is to ensure
that all homeless children and youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education
available to other children; and to help them graduate ready for careers, college, and community.

You may qualify for certain rights and protections if you are in transitional housing such as:
● A child or youth without a fixed, regular, and adequate residence
● Living with a friend, relative or someone else because they lost their home or
can't afford a home
● Staying in a hotel or motel
● Living in an emergency or transitional shelter or a domestic violence shelter
● Staying in substandard housing
● Living in a car, park, public place, abandoned building, bus or train station
● Living in a campground or an inadequate trailer home
● Abandoned in a hospital; or living in a runaway or homeless youth shelter

Rights of Students in Transitional Housing Situation:
●
●
●
●

●
●

receive a free, appropriate public education.
enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required for
enrollment.
enroll in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documents.
enroll in a local school; or continue attending the school of origin (the school they
attended when permanently housed or the school in which they were last
enrolled), if that is your preference.
● If the school district believes that the school you select is not in the
best interest of your children, then the district must provide you with a
written explanation of its position and inform you of your right to
appeal its decision.
receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if you request this.
receive educational services comparable to those provided to other students,
according to your child’s needs.

Services Available for Qualifying Students
●
●
●
●
●
●

Automatic approval for the free lunch program
Upon request, automatic approval for participation in the backpack buddies
weekend food program
Automatic eligibility for Title 1 services. Services include supplemental
education programs and academic support during the school day
School clothing, school supplies, and toiletries provided upon request
Fees for school-sponsored activities waived
Free Sports physical through Promedica Health Clinic

Transportation
Quincy Community Schools provides for the transportation rights of homeless students in various
ways, including but not limited to the following. Each student’s situation is evaluated on a
case-by-case basis.
School Bus Arrangements:
If the student does not live near a bus route for their school of origin, QCS will assess whether it is in
the best interest of the student to add an additional stop or transfer point to bus service in the area.
BATA:
If deemed in the best interest of the student, QCS will partner with Branch Area Transit Authority
(BATA) to provide transportation services for the student. QCS will cover the cost of this service if
pre-approved by the local liaison.
Mileage Reimbursement:
Pre-approval from the local liaison is required before any mileage reimbursement requests can be
processed. If approved, the tracking form provided by the local liaison must be completed, and
properly submitted for reimbursement. Reimbursement may take 2 or more weeks to process.

Local Service/Resources
Shelter Resources:
The Naomi Davis Shelterhouse
(517) 278-SAFE(7233)
24-hour crisis line
Coldwater Housing Commission
(517) 278-2660
Housing Authority, Low Income Affordable Housing, Public Housing
Teen Share
(517) 278-5094
Student Housing And Resource
Branch Interfaith Hospitality
(517) 278-0928

Food Resources:
Branch Area Food Pantry
(517) 279-0966
Sonshine Food Pantry
(517) 639-9545

Health Services:
Promedica Community Health Center: Quincy Schools
(517) 279-5297
Promedica Community Mental Health: Quincy Schools
(517) 279-5275
Pines Behavioral Health Services
(517) 278-2129
Presbyterian Free Health Clinic
(517) 278-6068

Branch County Resources

Dispute Resolution Process
If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment for an eligible student under the McKinney
Vento Act the child or youth shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought,
pending resolution of the dispute. QCS will provide its share of the transportation to the school
selected for the duration of the dispute resolution process.
The following procedures are specified in the Act:
1. Enrollment: Immediately enroll the homeless student in the school preferred by the parents
until the dispute is settled. Provide the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth with a copy
of the educational rights of homeless students (in a format and language understood by the
parent, guardian, or youth).
Written explanation: Provide a written explanation of the education agency decision to the
parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth.
2. Liaison: The designated LEA liaison is assigned to carry out the dispute resolution in an
expeditious manner.
3. District: It is the responsibility of the school district to inform the parents/guardians of
homeless students of the Dispute Resolution Procedures.
In a case where a dispute occurs regarding the education of a homeless child or youth, the following
process must be followed:
Step 1: District McKinney-Vento Liaison
If a question concerning the education of the homeless child arises, the first person contacted in the
school district must be the M-V homeless liaison.
● The Complainant may make contact in person or by phone, email, or in writing with the District
M-V Liaison.
● Each school district is required to have a designated homeless liaison, and staff in every
school and district central office must be able to quickly identify and refer to their district’s M-V
homeless liaison.
Step 2: The LEA M-V Homeless Liaison MUST:
● Discuss the complaint with the Complainant and provide the Complainant with a copy of the
district/state plan or policy for the education of homeless children and youth.
● Make a determination as to whether the requested services for the homeless student are
consistent with local school board (or MDE) policy.
● Advise (and may assist) the Complainant to present their concerns in writing to the District M-V
Homeless Liaison within two (2) school days of this discussion.
● Provide a written proposal of resolution of the complaint or a plan of action to the Complainant
within five (5) school days of the date of receipt of the written complaint.
THE STUDENT(S) MUST BE ENROLLED AND SERVED IMMEDIATELY, AND REMAIN ENROLLED AT THE REQUESTED
SCHOOL(S) WHILE THE DISPUTE IS BEING RESOLVED.

Michigan Department of Education Protocol for Dispute Resolution
If you have a complaint under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act which has not been
resolved in a satisfactory manner at the local school district level, the complaint may be directed to the
MDE. Complaints made under this process must be made in writing and signed by the complainant.
The following steps are to be taken:
• Address the complaint to the Michigan Department of Education, State Homeless
Coordinator, P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 48909.
• Include in the complaint:
● A description of the situation that prompted the complaint.
● The name(s) and age(s) of the child or children involved.
● The name(s) of the involved school district personnel and the school district or districts
involved.
● A description of the attempts that were made to solve the issue at the local level
including copies of any documentation used up to that point.
• The State Homeless Coordinator will gather needed information from statements of the parties
involved and will forward the information to the director of the Office of School Improvement along with
a recommendation for resolution or for further investigation.
• Within thirty (30) days after receiving a complaint, the Director of the Office of School Improvement
will recommend a resolution and will inform interested parties in writing of the decision.
• If the complainant or one of the parties involved in the complaint disagrees with the decision, that
party may, within ten (10) working days, appeal to the Deputy Superintendent. This appeal must be in
writing and state why the party disagrees with the decision of the Director of the Office of School
Improvement.
• Within thirty (30) days after receiving an appeal, the Deputy Superintendent will render a final
administrative decision and notify the complainant and the school district(s) involved in writing.
If the party disagrees with the decision of the Deputy Superintendent in a matter concerning homeless
children or youth, the party may request a review of the decision by the United States Secretary of
Education in accordance with 34 CRF Part 299.11

While the dispute is being resolved, the child or children in question must be enrolled in
school. If the dispute is concerning the school of “best interest”, the child must be enrolled in
the school preferred by the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth unless previous
arrangements have been implemented.

